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The background of University of Siena

 One of the oldest and leading publicly funded 
universities in Italy

 Unique geographical and morphological 
context 

 Throughout history, the local community has 
mainly shaped itself following the concept of 
'local self-sustainable development'

 In the last few decades, University of Siena has been a crib for 
pioneering research on environmental issues



  3

University of Siena and Sustainability

 Starting in 2006, the University has supervised Siena Carbon Free, a 
project put forward by the Province of Siena with the aim of reaching a 
zero emissions balance by 2015. The goal was achieved in 2012.

 In 2011, several professors and researchers interested in sustainable 
development-related issues joined forces to form Ne.S.So. (Network Siena 
Sustainability), an interdisciplinary group which seeks to defne sustainable 
policies and operating solutions both for the institution and on a larger 
(local, national) level.

 By 2012, a network of employees looking to reduce waste inside the 
University's buildings had also been formed. 
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University of Siena and Sustainability

 In 2012, University of Siena was nominated the host of MED Solutions, the 
Center for the Mediterranean Region of the newly-launched United 
Nations Sustainable Development Solutions Network.

 Within the Rio+20 conference, it signed the 
Commitment on Sustainable Practices of Higher 
Education Institutions.

 University of Siena is also working alongside 
the organizing committee of the 2015 EXPO, 
which will take place in Milan, Italy and will 
focus on food and nutrition. 
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 Greening USiena, born in November 2012, is a student environmental 
network with a focus on ecology, biodiversity and sustainability. 

 It is comprised of students with different 
backgrounds: law, economics, political 
sciences, environmental sciences , 
engineering. 

 It looks to address the most pressing 
environmental and social issues of our time 
in an interdisciplinary  way, by combining 
scientifc and academic aspects with the 
importance of individual habits.

Students' involvement: Greening USiena
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The philosophy of Greening USiena

Neutrality 
The activities of Greening USiena are based on concrete, scientifcally sound 
actions, not partisanship. As a consequence, it is neutral and unbiased, but 
also has a strong idea of environmental consciousness, civil committment 
and clear-cut policies.

Interaction 
To achieve its goals, it aims at interacting and co-operating  with other 
stakeholders, both inside and outside the University of Siena. It is neither a 
pressure group nor a students union, but rather a working group that is 
integrated within the university's decision-making  structure with regard to 
sustainability issues, despite being totally independent.
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Mission 
Greening USiena does not address sustainability merely from a 'passion' 

perspective, but rather as a challenge of global relevance for the future of 
the planet which is strictly linked with higher education and its 
contribution to the training and formation of younger generations.

Therefore, it encourages students to see sustainable development also as an 
opportunity for committment  and fnding jobs, and aims at being a 
reliable source of information and scientifc data in order to retain an 
influential stance within the local community. 

 

The philosophy of Greening USiena
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- reducing the ecological footprint of college buildings

- creating a healthy and lively cultural climate, as well as an informed 
student community 

- participating to World Student Environmental Network’s initiatives 

- promoting and organizing seminars, workshops and orientation courses 

- co-operating with our University  on common events and projects 
(whether at local, national or international level).

- improving materials and courses of study on sustainability issues

 

Greening USiena's goals
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Some of Greening USiena's activities

 Participated to a Google+ International University Hangout on energy 
issues during the LSE SU Annual Energy Conference in March 2013.

 Co-operated with the University of Siena on the organization of MED 
Solutions' launch event in July 2013. Coordinator Dario Piselli was 
moderator and panelist on the students' solutions session of the 
conference.
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Some of Greening USiena's activities

 Participated in the 2013 edition of SHINE! (European Night of 
Researchers) in September 2013.

 Co-organized a workshop on marine pollution in the Mediterranean at 
the presence of H.S.H. Prince Albert II of Monaco in October 2013.
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Some of Greening USiena's activities

 Organized a week-long initiative called Are U #AWARE? from Nov.19 
to Nov.23, 2013 under the auspices of the UNESCO Week on 
Education for Sustainable Development.

 Organized Food for Thought, an event to celebrate 2013 Terra Madre 
Day along with the University's international students.
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Ongoing projects

 Greening USiena continues to work alongside the University of Siena 
on the establishment of MED Solutions and is a constant presence in 
discussions over sustainability issues within the institution.

 It has established a roundtable comprised of professors, students and 
employees in order to identify waste and ineffciences inside the 
University and work to address them by defning solutions and 
presenting them to the administration.  

 It helped draft proposals for challenge prizes related to sustainable 
development that the Italian Education Ministry is about to launch.



  13

Ongoing projects

 It has strongly supported the launch of an interdisciplinary class of 
sustainability which is now available to all University of Siena's 
students, regardless of their felds of study. 

 It runs its own radio show on sustainability issues on a local webradio. 

 It is working with the WWF of Siena on a set of proposals on 
environmental issues to be handed over to the local administration for 
implementation.

 Along with Ne.S.So., it runs a blog on italian environmental news 
website Rinnovabili.it.
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Why does co-operation work?

 Greening USiena's effort towards co-operation has found fertile ground 
in the recent attitude of the University of Siena on sustainability.

 Co-operation bridges the gap between different felds of study, which 
is very evident in the Italian higher education system, and between 
students and the institution in an otherwise highly politicized student 
context.

 In so far as students' proposals are well defned and the University is 
willing to listen to them, it allows a fruitful exchange of views and a 
sharing of information and competences which makes students feel 
more responsible and benefts the community as a whole.
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Greening USiena on the internet

greeningusiena.org
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Dario Piselli
Student, University of Siena

Coordinator, Greening USiena
piselli4@student.unisi.it
greeningusiena@unisi.it

+39 331 9876788

THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION
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