
1. Macroeconomics, Population Dynamics, and Planetary 
Boundaries 

 (interrelations of the global economy (growth, jobs, trade), 
population dynamics, and the planetary boundaries)  

2. Poverty Eradication and Sustainable Development in 
Fragile Regions 

 (focus on the unfinished business of the MDGs, with 
special attention to major regions that are lagging behind 
and facing threats of conflict and environmental distress)

3. Challenges of Social Inclusion: Gender, Inequalities, 
and Human Rights 

 (empowerment of all, irrespective of gender, ethnicity, or 
class; tools of community participation, civil-society voice, 
and human rights)

4. Early Childhood Development, Education and Learning, 
and Transition to Work 

 (challenges of early childhood development, primary and 
secondary education, access to higher education, and the 
transition from school to work)

The scale of the global sustainable development challenge is difficult to exaggerate. The fight against 
poverty has made great progress, but more than 1 billion people continue to live in extreme poverty.  
Inequality and social exclusion are widening within many countries, rich and poor alike. With the world at 
7 billion people and an annual GDP of US$70 trillion, human impacts on the environment have reached 
dangerous levels and are already exceeding some planetary boundaries. By 2050 there may be anywhere 
from 8.1 billion to 10.6 billion people and a global GDP of more than US$250 trillion. 

If this growth occurs on the business-as-usual trajectory, without drastically reducing the resource 
intensity as well as the pollution caused per dollar of economic output, the consequences will include 
catastrophic environmental threats. Current growth patterns are also not providing enough decent jobs, 
and are exacerbating inequalities within our societies. The bottom line is that we need a new global growth 
framework, one that is compatible with social and environmental objectives. 

THE SOLUTIONS NETWORK HAS FOUR OBJECTIVES:

I.  To provide expert advice and support to the various international processes working on the post-2015 
development policy agenda, including the High-Level Panel of Eminent Persons on the Post-2015 
Development Agenda.

II. To organize Thematic Groups mobilizing global expertise to identify critical pathways to sustainable 
development in twelve priority areas: 

www.unsdsn.org

The United Nations Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN) has 
been commissioned by UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon to engage scientists, 
engineers, business and civil society leaders, and development practitioners for 
practical, evidence-based problem solving at local, national, and global scales. 



5. Health for All 
 (universal access to healthcare, the scope of primary 

health, the challenge of malnutrition, healthy behavior, and 
the unmet needs of reproductive health)  

6. Low-Carbon Energy and Sustainable Industry 
 (reducing CO2 emissions from energy and industry; 

sustainable materials processing, waste management, and 
recycling of primary resources)

7. Sustainable Agriculture and Food Systems 
 (global food supply; opportunities for an environmentally 

sound intensification of agriculture and animal husbandry; 
threats from climate change; upgrading of smallholder 
farming as a livelihood)

8. Forests, Oceans, Biodiversity, and Ecosystem Services 
(ecosystem services and the sustainability of the world’s 
forests, oceans, and biodiversity in close coordination with 
Thematic Group 7 given the importance of agriculture in 
ecosystem functions)

9. Smart, Sustainable and Resilient Cities (pathways 
for promoting equitable access to sustainable urban 
services (e.g. transport, energy, water, sanitation, waste 
management); reduced pollution and high efficiency 
in resource use; adequate housing; public voice and 
participation; resilience to climate change and other 
environmental hazards) 

10. Good Governance of Extractive and Land Resources 
(sustainable management of a country’s natural resource 
base, including its mineral wealth and land resources with 
particular attention on the interaction of foreign investors, 
local communities, and national-scale development 
strategies)  

11. Global Governance and Norms for Sustainable  
Development 

 (global rules of the game regarding technology, trade, 
foreign investment, tax havens, and global responsibilities 
for the environment with particular attention to ways that 
current rules may impede sustainable development and 
an equitable allocation of global rights and responsibilities 
regarding the global commons)

12. Redefining the Role of Business for Sustainable 
Development 

 (synthesis of ideas, including from the other Thematic 
Groups, on how business in key sectors can contribute to 
sustainable development; ways for business and financial 
markets to internalize externalities such as environmental 
damage and support a shift towards the polluter pays 
principle; management of non-sustainable “stranded 
assets” as part of a shift to a socially and environmentally 
sustainable economy)

More information on the SDSN, 
including how to join, is available at 
www.unsdsn.org. 

For additional information, 
please write to info@unsdsn.org. 

III. To identify, vet, and promote solutions that can drastically accelerate progress towards sustainable 
development but are not being deployed at the required scale, such as early stage, pre-commercial 
development, demonstration, and testing of innovative policies, promising new technologies, institutional 
innovations, business models or combinations thereof. This work will be predicated on the idea that 
innovations are taking place in every country and that these innovations can generate learning elsewhere. 

IV. To build a global Knowledge Center Network involving universities, research centers, civil society 
organizations, and companies around the world to accelerate practical problem solving for sustainable 
development at the local, national, regional, and global level. 


